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The Institute of Seto Blue and White Ceramics in the Seto Municipal Center of Multimedia and Traditional Ceramics was founded to showcase the “Seto Sometsuke” ceramic technique. l@) Z) |— 7= /E J 5C; r’l@'ff %.’ ifﬁ Lf\.. = g %) 0) %-’ ?EI Li '3— iﬁ F'

The institute endeavors to preserve the Seto Sometsuke technique, nurture talent and spread knowledge by accepting trainees, display famous historical works and promoting ceramics m %; 1) )E‘ ﬂ g: 7:: % 7k ﬁ(ﬁ *[5 :t %I:: E *[5 :t ﬁg; § (n,ﬂ: TE;
projects. The institute also provides information on its Sometsuke ceramics and tourism using multimedia outlets.
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First Floor: Offices, restrooms, and display of finished works
Second Floor: Display of works made by trainees, video presentations
and books
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This is a restored workshop from “Kotoen Chikuho Gama” that had been 559X FE L7,
used for producing Sometsuke at this location since the Edo period. Z D% W 0 » 5 j(ﬂ‘: B O B A I

First Floor: The Institute of Seto Blue and White Ceramics
You can see trainees at work.

-Second Floor: Sometsuke Exhibition Room

Exhibit focused on Sometsuke works.
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This old kiln is a type of “Noborigama”
kiln'in that firewood was used for fuel
like in standard and round kilns. The
kiln in this site was used for firing
until 1964. This is the only remaining
old kiln'in the city. In 1997 it was
designated as a tangible cultural
property by Seto city, and in 2007,
designated as Heritage of Industrial
Modernization by the Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry.
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Features of Seto Sometsuke

“Sometsuke” is basically the porcelain that is decorated by using a pigment containing
cobalt oxide, so-called “Gosu”. Seto is anunusual ceramics production site in the world that
produces Gosu pigment, as well as “Kibushi” and “Gairome” clay and “Saba” -weathered
granite used as raw materials for porcelain. During the Edo period a Japanese-style painter
introduced in Seto the method of picturesque painting in that natural surroundings were
drawn with one brush. Then the method became popular. Combination with the subject
matter of paintings and the India-ink style paintings create a gentle atmosphere, which is one
of the characteristics of Seto-Sometsuke.

History of Seto Sometsuke

Lagging 200years behind in Arita-Kyushu's porcelain production, in the beginning of the
19th century, Seto’s production of Sometsuke porcelain developed rapidly both in quality and
in quantity, thanks to Tamikichi Kato who brought back the techniques of glazing and
bilding method of round kilns from Kyushu.

In the Meiji era, Seto’s products were aggressively promoted at overseas world’s fairs, and
the picturesque and detailed decolations created by skilled artisans under division of labor
received high regard and were exported in abundance overseas.

Afterwards, from the end of the Meiji period to the Taisho and Showa periods, the focus
shifted to mass production for




